
 

Uniquely Ada 
 

Letter From The President 
 

Now that Spring has sprung, the Society is off to a running start after 

our re-opening in March.  During the closure we accomplished 

cleaning, organizing and conservation of much of our paper 

(ephemera) collection.  Looking ahead into this new quarter we are 

staying very busy with several new projects – so hold on to your hats! 

We are pleased to be working with the Ada Township DDA on the 

installation of six historic interpretive panels in the Village as well as 

documentation of the former Ada School. We invite you to be part of 

these projects in any way you can through donations, committee 

participation and/or submission of old photos, memories and related 

artifacts.  As always, we appreciate your support!  

             Lydia 

April, May and  

June 2012 
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The Averill Historical 
Museum of Ada 

is open for tours Friday and 
Saturday from 1:00-4:00 p.m. 

and other times by 
appointment. 
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April 26-28, 2012 

Event: Barn Sale Fundraiser—Do you have any items that you 
might donate to our fundraiser?  Please keep us in mind as you 
do your Spring cleaning.  Then stop by and check out the sale! 

 Drop off hours: April 13, 14, 20 & 21 from 1:00-4:00. 
 Sale Hours:  April 26 & 27 from 9:00-6:00.  April 28 

from 9:00-12:00. 
 
May 5-6, 2012 

Event: Tri River Historical Museums “Spring Into the Past” 
Tour—Plan to see as many of the 21 area small museums you 
can on the annual open-house tour weekend!  Please stop by the 
museum for a brochure or find Tri River on Facebook.  
Time: Saturday and Sunday, 11:00 – 5:00. 
 

May 19, 2012 

Event: Arts In Ada—The Historical Society will join in on Ada’s 
annual festival of fine arts.  Please visit our booth and check out 
our exclusive Ada-themed merchandise. 
Time: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm along Bronson Street. 
 

Music On the Lawn begins June 12
th

! 

 

 



 

Tri River Historical Museum Network 

Our 10
th

 small museum tour – Spring Into the Past – will be held on 

Saturday and Sunday, May 5
th

 and 6
th

.  All of the museums will be open 

from 11am to 5pm that weekend and all will be free. 

Please pick up a brochure, which is good all year, that will tell you when 

each museum is open during the rest of the year. Please plan to visit the 

various museums in the Tri River group for a wonderful small museum 

experience. 

 

Calvin Students See the Possibilities 

You Kyong Ahn is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Art and 

Art History and an Architecture Minor Advisor at Calvin College.  She is 

also an Ada resident interested in learning more about the area.  When 

Professor Ahn learned of the Society’s plans to rehab our barn for storage 

and meeting space, she became interested in using the idea as a learning 

tool for her architecture students. 

 

 

 

 

Cascade Historical Society is hosting an event for Memorial Day. 

The Sons of Union Veterans will be dedicating headstones for three 

Cascade Civil War veterans buried in Cascade Cemetery. 

For more information, contact Ron Redman at 682-8177. 
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Spanning the Grand:  
The Story of Ada’s Other Bridge 

Come visit our new temporary exhibit highlighting 

Ada’s bridges over the Grand River.  Since 1857 

we’ve driven our horses and buggies, station wagons 

and SUVs over the river.  Follow the story as it 

winds over four different bridges and one hundred 

fifty-five years. 

 

 

 

Covered Bridge over the Grand River 1857-1917 

Music On the Lawn 
Scheduling is almost complete for our 12th 

annual Music On the Lawn summer concert 

series.  We plan for another season that appeals to 

a wide variety of musical tastes.  We’ve invited 

back some of your old favorites and some new 

performers as well.  Check out the website soon 

or stop by for a copy of the line-up! 

 

 

 

To this end, Professor Ahn and her 

students have visited the museum site, 

met with us to talk about the Society’s 

needs and wishes, and visited with Ken 

Dixon, the architect who has generously 

been working on the Society’s plans.  

The students’ assignment is to create 

renderings which will fit our needs and 

our space—to imagine what might be 

possible! 

 Together we are working on an open-house event at which the students 

could present their ideas.  We are grateful to Professor Ahn and the students 

for their interest.  It is a pleasure to see their enthusiasm and to imagine. 
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It is the Society’s mission not only to preserve 

Ada’s history, but also to educate about that 

history.  Preparations are underway for an 

exciting project that shares Ada’s stories and 

celebrates the cultural heritage of the 

community. 

The project involves the development and 

installation of six historic interpretive panels 

(historic markers) at key points throughout the 

village.  The panels will use historic images, 

oral histories and other research to bring Ada’s 

past to life.  Each panel will show an image (or 

two) from that particular location taken a 

century ago.  Viewers will be able to compare 

‘then and now’ and read a text section with 

information specific to development there over 

the century.   

A booklet, entitled ReDISCOVER Ada, will 

weave the panels together by providing more 

in-depth information.  The supplemental 

booklet will be made available online at the 

Society’s website and in hard-copy. 

The Historical Society is asking for your 

support on this community project.  Please 

consider donating toward the cost of 

fabrication and installation of the six 

interpretive panels and production of the 

booklet.   

Your donation will be recognized in the 

ReDISCOVER Ada booklet that will coordinate 

with and expand upon the stories in the 

interpretive panels.  

For more information, please contact Kristen 

at AdaHistoricalSociety@gmail.com or call 

676.9346. 

 

 

 

Take a Step Back in Time… 
 

Calling All Alumni Of The Ada School! 

Change is underway at the location of the old Ada School.  The building is 

being renovated to provide new office spaces and the Society has been 

generously granted access to the building in order to document it prior to new 

construction.  We will add these new images to historic ones already in the 

collections along with some new architectural renderings donated to us.  Our 

intention is to continue to build an archive of the old school building as it 

moves into this new phase. 

We are very excited to inform you that we are planning for a ‘reunion’ for any 

and all alumni of the Ada School.  Details will be forthcoming.  The event will 

be both social and have a component that allows us to record some of the 

wonderful stories from days at the Ada School. 

In anticipation of the event, the Society is requesting your help.  Do you have 

any old images or programs that you might share with us or allow us to scan? 

Do you recall any special memories of teachers, fellow students, activities or 

classes?  Whether you were only there a few years or attended kindergarten 

through tenth grades at Ada School, your experiences are unique and valuable.  

They help to tell Ada’s story for generations to come.  

Please call, e-mail or mail us your  

recollections from those olden, 

golden school days!  

 

 

 

 

Images of the gym and entryway 

taken March 2012 

ReDISCOVER Ada 

 



 

Volunteers are the heart and soul of the Society!  Please circle any areas that interest you: 

Programs/Events     Collections     Gardening     Research     Education     Fundraising 

      Docent     Lecturing Children’s Events     Special Projects     Other __________ 

Membership Level 

Ada HistoricalSociety@gmail.com 

616.676.9346 

www.AdaHistoricalSociety.org 

 
 
 

Ada Historical Society Membership Form 

Name __________________________________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________________________________ 

City ______________________________ State ___________   Zip_________________ 

Phone ___________________________ E-mail _________________________________ 

 

 

Ada Historical Society 

Averill Historical Museum of Ada 

7144 Headley St. 

PO Box 741 

Ada, MI 49301 

Society meetings are held on 

the second Saturday of the month at 10:30 am 

 at the Averill Historical Museum of Ada 

 

 

 

If you would like 

to help preserve 

Ada history, 

please fill out this 

form and return 

along with a check 

to the address 

below. 

 
 

 

Personal Membership 

_____ Individual - $10 

_____ Student (under 18) - $5 

_____ Friend - $25 

_____ Senior (60 & above) - $5 

_____ Family - $15 

 

 

Business Membership 

_____ Corporate - $100 

_____ Business - $50 

_____ Non-profit - $10 
 

Additional tax-deductible gift ________ 
 

_____ I have items I would like to donate to 

the museum’s collections 

 

 

 

 


